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SUB J : ZAMBIA VERSION OF MAY 18 LIVINGSTONE FIRING INCIDENT 
REF: CAPETOWN 0817 NOTAL) 

1 . STATE HOUSE RELEASED THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT EVENING MAY 
18: "STATE HOUSE SPOKESMAN HAS CONFIRMED REPORTS THAT THERE 
WAS AN EXCHANGE OF FIRE BETWEEN ZAMBIAN SECURITY FORCES AND 
RHODESIAN REBEL SOLDIERS ACROSS THE ZAMBESI RIVER IN THE 
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VICTORIA FALLS AREA. THIS HAPPENED WHEN RHODESIAN SOLDIERS 
PROVOKED THE ZAMBIAN SECURITY FORCES WHO RESPONDED BY 
HITTING THEM VERY HARD. THERE WERE NO CASUALTIES ON THE 
ZAMBIAN SIDE. THE ZAMBIAN SECURITY FORCES ARE IN NO MOOD 
TO STAND THE ARROGANCE AND PROVOCATIONS FROM MARAUDING 
REBEL SOLDIERS. WHATEVER TROUBLE THE REBEL SOLDIERS ASK FOR, 
THIS TIME THEY WILL GET IT." 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


2. ACCORDING TO LOCAL PRESS REPORTS, THE INCIDENT TOOK PLACE 
AT 1 100 AND LASTED FOR TWENTY-FIVE MINUTES AND OCCURRED IN 
THE VICINITY OF THE BOILING POT AND THE EASTERN CATARACT. 

PRESS IS REPORTING THAT REPORTS FROM VICTORIA FALLS INDICATE 
THAT THE NUMBER OF RHODESIAN TROOPS KILLED WAS QUITE SUB- 
STANTIAL. LOCAL PRESS SAYS THERE WERE NO ZAMBIAN CASUALTIES 
AND THAT BY AFTERNOON THE SITUATION HAD RETURNED TO NORMAL AND 
TOURISTS WERE SEEN IN THE KNIFE-EDGE BRIDGE AREA VIEWING THE 
FALLS UNDER THE PROTECTION OF THE ZAMBIAN SECURITY FORCES. 

3. EVENING OF MAY 18 PRESIDENT KAUNDA'S PRESS SPOKESMAN, 

MILIMO PUNABANTU REMARKED TO PAO REFERRING TO THE FIRING 
INCIDENT "THAT YOU CAN BE SURE WHATEVER HAPPENED WE DIDN'T 
START IT.” 

CLINGERMAN 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PRESS COMMENTS, UNCONVENTIONAL WARFARE, INVASIONS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 19-May-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977LUSAKA01379 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7701 78-0420 
Format: TEL 
From: LUSAKA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770540/aaaabiaz.tel 

Line Count: 78 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: d7375e90-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 77 CAPE TOWN 81 7 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 01 -Dec-2004 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2455835 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: ZAMBIA VERSION OF MAY 18 LIVINGSTONE FIRING INCIDENT 
TAGS: PFOR, MOPS, SOPN, ZA, RH 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/d7375e90-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



